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Danger to the Anointed
POU weeks and weeks German soldiers have
r . been dying like Hies in the effort to take
Verdun ^<> many thousands of them have
been killed that daily dispatches record only j
an occasional capture of a ten* feet ot

trenches or the occupation of a village, with- j
out referring to the number ot killed and
wounded. The world has prowu accustomed
to death l>v brigades ami divisions. ^ et
when the German Crown Prince, the son of
the war-mad ruler who brought it all about.
pets n«ar to danger, so that a shell explodes ;
somewhere near him. the incident is worth
a special dispatch. It's by way of being a

commentary.

{.'ran/, .lo-^f contemplates a visit to the.
AuRtro-ltulian'front. Somehody ought to put
a sign on the place so that the aged monarch
will know it when he comes to it.

\ Diplomat at "War
INDICTMENT by a Ketleral grand jury of
1 t'aptain Kranz von I'apen. former German j
military attache at Washington, in connec¬
tion with the alleged nlot to blow up the
Welland Canal, affords sufficient indication
that the good captain's invitation lo leave
these shores was not loo lone delayed.
The evidence of his cuilt in th«- possession,

of the authorities is said to be practically
conclusive, and it is supported by a hundred
other circumstances revealing his activities
as n member of the embassy statt. In the
Welland Canal matter ho was utilizing his
diplomatic privileges and immunities to wage
war from within this country on another
country with which the United States was at
peace, but there is reason to believe that If
was actively concerned in conspiracies to de¬
stroy munition factories within 'he '.itv.it* ot
the United Stales. In brief, h. v. ..s waging
war on the United States

It all goes to show that I. . tie German
mind anything whatever that an be conceived
in he for the hem tit of the Fatherland is not
only justifiable, but meritorious In time of
w;ir the ordinary moralities are suspended as
tit neutrals as well as to belligerent enemies.
The end justifies the means

Those steel mis which Kngiami told the
world were coing to keep < .< i ny ¦ uh-
tuarines out of all lane >' traiiic ii".tr the
British coast. must ha ve hole? in 'h un'ess
the submarines burrow. > ttatl over
t hem

rime for iii: Expert

THi:UK is but ( i< way lor fli limond to
settle, in «i w»> reasonably satisfactory

to all the public, the problem of new pas¬
senger traflic facilities That is by the em¬
ployment of an expert to pass on the wholo
Quest ion. lie should be an engineer whose
standing in his profession is so high and
whose training and experience have been so
extensive that his ((inclusions will demand
acquiescence from thinking men

Thorp are. sri many conflicting views of
what should be done that nothing can be
done, save in opposition to the wishes of a

large and energetic section of Richmond's
taxpayers. If there was ever a matter in
which the assistance of experts was demanded,
this is it. 1:' there was evr an occasion when
the expenditure of public fund* for expert
advice was justified, thi¦ is that occasion.
As it is. we ;i 11 thresh about in the dark.

The protagonist of each u< w panacea insists
that his plan is as good as any other ..if not
better.and he is uui^o likely to be right.
The fact is we do not really know who or
what is right An expert of iho proper
typ^ could answer our questions and resolve
our doubts He should be employed. The

\people's money could not be spent to better
advantage

Giving I- i ' Chief ("arrauza tin benefit of
the doubt, it appears that his soldiers stand
very little in awe ot him. lie is either
thoroughly bad or thoroughly weak, and in
either case not a desirabl. ruler to tie next
door to ih, Old Diaz at least didn't trouble
us, nor did he permit bandits to run at large
Whatever holdup work was done in Mexico,he was abundantly able* to perfor::

Sense-Training in Education

OLD-TIMKRS were wont to say that Die
typewrit'-r had ruined handwriting, and

that the ewi11(¦ machine had abolished line
handwork. Aloes ,i somewhat similar line
is a statement by the venerable Dr Charles
\V. Eliot, president emeritus of Harvard,
which the I'.uroau ot Education is preparing
for publication.

Dr. Eliot says, in brief that too iittle atten¬
tion is paid by American educators to draw¬
ing:, music, and othei what lie calls observa
tional studies. lie averts, further, that the
advent of machinery lias greatly impairedthe educational value of many trades. He
complains, and with much reason, that manyof these observational studies are regarded
as trivial fads, whereas they are importantfeatures in the equipment of every human
being who means to be "cultivated, efficient,
and rationally happy."

Without going in detail into Dr. Eliot's ad¬
mirable argument, it will bo sufficient to say-that ho protests against the training of the
memory to the exclusion of the developmentof the senses and the education of th«
powers of reason and observation Perhaps
many who style themselves practical, busi¬
ness men will read in Dr. Eliot's statement

IS

the idealistic theories of a scholar. On tho
otlirr hand. tho wisdom underlying his ideas
.too advanced as some of them may be for
the immediate day.is supported by the in¬
creasing attention paid to music in tho public
schools and in tho observational methods of
modern, scientific kindergarten instruction.

The more this country herirs about Von
Pa pen and Boy-Ed. tho stronger grows the
Impression that they wore permitted to re¬
main here beyond their time. And the fact
that they were the authorized representatives
of tin; German government necessarily creates
the suspicion that there are other authorized
representatives of the Kaiser'In Washington
and New York, and in other cities, who should
receive their passports. Timo is up.

Peace or War

IN ilie hall of the House of ltoprescntatives
there will he enacted to-day a drama of

momentous consequence in the history of the
Pnitod States. The President is to lay be¬
fore Congress those facts and circumstances
that, in the eyes of the world, indict the
German empire as a traitor to civilization
and prove it recreant to the mandate or law
and to its plighted faith.

With what patience he has endured. His
country and the world well know. He has
seen the blood of his people redden the waves
of the sea and their bruised and shattered
corpses cast on an alien shore, and yet has
stayed his hand. lie has withstood the
sneers of belligerent and neutral, the angry
criticisms of his own people. He has been
long suffering, indeed, until patience, mis¬
construed as weakness or cowardice, has be¬
come incompatible with honor. Now he can

and will endure no more.

President Wilson is right in presenting
ihe facts for the judgment of Congress, for
on the note he will dispatch to-day to Berlin
may hang tho Issue of peace or war. Diplo¬
matic exchanges are no longer possible.
Events have' proved that the word of the
German government. lik° tho word of Ger¬
man t'-boat commanders, is unworthy of be¬
lief Events have proved what President
"Wilson said long ago ?..> Germany, that the
necessary limitations of tho submarine for¬
bid its use as a comnie.rce destroyer, unless
humanity and law are to he set at naught.
Gonnan submarines are running amuck.

Neutral and enemy ships are destroyed every
day. without warning and without mcrcy.
The circumstances of their destruction make
it impossible for 1T boat commanders to know
whether Americans a re aboard these vessels,
and circumstances also rhow these officers do
not care. Unless a stop is put to such prac¬
tices. there can be no safety under any flag
anywhere on the It'gh seas. The otcau is
become a shambles, where the innocent of
every .ago. sex and condition are made the
victims of German blood lust.

To the world's horrified protest Germany
gives but one answer necessity and that
answer will not suffice. If Germany is re¬

duced to the necessity of waging indiscrim¬
inate war on all the world, including the
peaceable citizens of neutral lands within the
circle of its vengeance, it is time for Ihe
struggle to end. War so conducted can have
no product save defeat ami no aftermath save

uiiiversa 1 execration.
The President to-day will sneak the final

v.oi'm Congress tii' t say whether it will
yieM etavenly to the spirit of brutal aggres-
.11 or stand manfully, with President and
;.<-os> 1... for the upholding of American rights.
\V. i ve no doubt what the response will be.

Cardinal Mercier. of Belgium, writes to
General von Bissing. military governor of
Belgium, that God's laws come first. The
splendid old primate has the courage of his
faith. Hitt doesn't he know that the Kaiser is
the "acknowledged representative of tho Al-
mighty." and that any laws he makes are
the laws of the Almighty?

The (treat American Weathervane

IN an interesting collection. of public state-
meats, in effect paralleled, by President

Wilson and Colonel Roosevelt. the New York
Evening Post endeavors to show that thp
Colonel is a candidate for the Democratic
nomination for the presidency. The only
question, says the Post, is whether Theodore
Roosevelt or Woodrow Wilson embodies
Democratic principles more completely, and
is therefore the logical Democratic candidate.

According to the IV i'- analysis, the only
difference between the declarations of the
two men is "stylistic." Tho. substance of
what they have said on matters of great mo¬
ment is the same. Taking only the speeches
iiuoted as a guide, and assuming that Boose-
\eft's statements, opinions and impulses will
remain unchanged, there Is considerable
truth in the observation. But this assump-
tion may not be had. What the Colonel said,
he cont rad ict s; what he thought, he disavows;
what he felt, he disclaims.
And that is the chief trouble with the man.

Assuming, violently, that he is truthful; as¬
suming. still more violently, that he is sincere
in his heroic mood, ho is never of the same
opinion, never in the same mood, for two
consecutive moments. He is not to be
trusted, not to be relied on. Me is the great
American weathervaue.

Editor Viereck, of the Entheiiaud, and
other pro-Germans propose a peace pageantin the big cities of this country in order to
impress on the world that it is weary of war.
A pageant of this character in Berlin would
do much in forming such an opinion as Mr.
Viereck and his followers have in mind.

Turkey admits and justifies the sinking of
the Portugal, the hospital ship of Russia, on
the ground that the Turkish commander
thought the hospital ship was a transport.This is a lamentable excuse, but it is better
than Germany has done in the Sussex case.
And the Turks do not boast of Kultur.

The allies will use the Greek railway lines
to carry Serbian troops to Safoniki. in spite of
the protest of Germany, that country desir¬
ing to uso the lines for its own purpose,which would be "all right."

If many more events got under wayin this country the fences around the hall
grounds where league games are being played
may as well be torn down.

SEEN ON THE SIDE
Here at l^nnt.

livening shadows falling
O'er tho country-side.

Mocking bird a-calling
Blithely to his bride.

Violets upstarting
From their verdant beds,

Fragrance rare imparting;.
Nodding graceful heads.

Hreezes softly sighing,
Muds on every tree.

Folks who have been crying
Joyous as can be.

Earth ull stirred to beauty
Iiy Dame Nature's wing,

Happiness a duty.
Rless me! this Is spring.

Chats With Virginia Editors

The I'fMiraht Snym
One of the easiest of all life's duties is telling

the other fellow how to bear his troubles.

Minkr>i>cnrr Knew IIIk Illhlr.
Psalms. vii. 1"His mischief shall return

upon his own head."
1 Henry VI., ii. I:

"O Clod, what mischief works the wieked ones.
Heaping confusion on tlicir own head thereby."
Proverbs, xxvl. "He that rolleth a stone It.

will return upon hint.''
Henry VT11., v.

"When we first put this dangerous stono
a -rolling

'Twould fall upon ourselves."
1 Corinthians, xv. HI: "I die daily."
Ma' heth, I v. 3;

"The Queen . . .

Pied every day she lived."
Matthew, xii. .1.1: "The tree is known by his

fruit."
i Henry IV., ii. 5:""If the tree hp known bythe fruit and fruit by tho tree."
Isaiah, I. IS: "Though your sins »<e as scarlet,they shall bo as white as snow."
Hamlet, iii. 3:
"Is there not rain enough in the sweet heavens
To wash it white as snow?"

Warming; I'p.
Grtibb.'i.How are you getting along with th«

cook you obtained from the Hlaclc anrl Tan
School of Domestic Science?
Slubbs.Fine. She is a little reserved still,

hut 1 confidently expect that, in a week or so
s\e will be calling me George.

His Handicap.
"l>o you think Colonel Roosevelt always be¬lieves what he says?"
"Whenever he has a fair change. Ills onlydifficulty is in remembering what it av.is ho

said."

\ I'Mstoriil. Not Vrrn I.Hire.
Kriup "it the rake, put in the fnilu enricht!ic garden soil, but don't forget the motor truckwith which you end your toil, for surely now

ethereal spring has romc to make a stay, and
soon with hook and hob and worm tlsh we'llhie awav.

Tattling*.
if sotne^tombstones could speak ami told thotruth, they would contain two epitaph?-.The man who !s at war with himself willshow tho white, feather when he is at war withot hers.
People are never content with knowing them¬selves. because they are. t*>o intent in trying tofind out what others think of them.
Von enjoy tho sunshine in proportion to whatyou have laid up for a rainy day.The man who courts trouble will win it, andhe will regret the match as long as he lives.

Miugg* Says:
As women's fashions are to-day. the littlegirl cannot look forward with much pleasureto the time when :ho will wear long dresses.

The Tiling That I'nja.R.irku. There is Thingembob's factory, andit s a gold mine.
P.itit:- That's nothing unless he ran trade Itfor a gasoline plant.

Mnii Afraid of Ills ,lol>."Who was that who bowed as he pa:.*"That's Pi.gum. He's one of the few men Iknow who doesn't talk shop.""What's his business?"
"lie's an undertaker."

To-Day'* llest Ilnntl-I'lckrd .loke.An Irish soldier had lost his left eye in action,but was allowed to remain in the service onconsenting to have a glass eye in Its place,Iteing a typical "absent-minded beggai>." he ap-peared oil parade one day minus his left "lamp.""Nolan," said the officer, "you are not properlydressed. Why is jour artificial eye not in itsproper place?"
"Sure, sir," replied Nolan, "I left it in my boxto keep an eye on my kit while I'm on parade.".I'.ostfin Transcript.

\ ((iiestlou of Traiinportnt ion.*'. »li! fly with me to isles of Idiss!"P.esought tho ardent swain.".>f course," replied the modern miss;"Rring on your aeroplane."

iThe Hlackstone Courier solemnly ami tear-fully remarks: "After November l of this yearthe Soviet y for the Preservation of VirginiaAm i«|tiities will be called upon to take chargeof the mint beds tn old Virginia."
The editor of th<- (lordonsville Gazette is awoman, and a grand. good woman siie is. How| sh>- knows about these things it is hard to de-!».: mine, but here i* what she says: "It's queerhow . nipt a man's conversation is when lie is| full"

| The \orfolk Virginian-Pilot man has evi-i!en11 > In en there. Here is one of his pointedparagraphs: "Once again New York announcesthat gambling witiiin its limits has been brokenj up. loit it's a safe bet that Wall Street continuesto do business at the same ohl stand.''
"Now it is suggested," says the Norfolkt l.edger-Pispatch. "that no postage be e' n^edon any letter from a constituent gp.ing his iviews to his Congressman. Considering theI views the people get hack from their Con- IHressmen, t may seem exorbitant to charge the.constituent 2 cents."

|
The town of AltaVista, a one-time boom town,j is in some >traits. The AltaVista Journal, ina tearful mood, asks: "Wouldn't it be a capitalI idea if tlie Council would create a public pound j| and incarcerate all chickens, cows and inci-I dentally dogs taught off their premises unae-1 I'ompaiiied by their owners" The revenue, forI > ii<. first month or so. would, we are sure, payour polio man's salary. The Idea is worthy of. onsiderat ion."

Tho Roanoke man who wouldn't sit at a ban¬quet taide with Govornor Stuart is. of course,entitled to his opinion about men and tiling",hut we incline to the belief that his ldc;» wasto get a hit of free publicity..Chase CityProgress. Aren't vou ashamed to suggest suchit thinv: about one of your brother prohibition¬ists!.Newport News Press. It is news In theseparts that the Chase City Progress man is sucha pronounced prohibitionist, except that wo areall that way Inclined, now that the law has beenmade.

Has it come down to this? The Valley Vir¬ginian says; "\\o note the Stauulon newspapers

sr?.,1." is; «j| r?*r
scrlptlon rates v/n. ,»!! i ,

to '"'yuiiee sub-

News of Fifty Years Ago
From the Kichmond Dispatch. April lit. is 60.)

tions or the country.
o»ce-dlvidod sou-

l.«I" jSwSI '"r'tiv,,"',,"'0 .S.°.,,s Vr T'1'l.crane.

a? ;v,r->>9,lr} ""v'i
I'idiwiic ttlll s , i,, ,. X I1"/V" tuv,:iv- will

liiiffipsS;
"iifhoid^'T,¦"' "... ffi 'i'rff

111 110iii ,i meet iim on M*iv s ,,nv» «.: »'

Stuart*1 1.h.lSn,eh 1,1 ,.hp ,liui,|s «>f '"«»¦ A 'M""*
who wi I1 iriViic" 7 th« VirKluia committee
.it;lit.

,,flcr interest ali

z"v;r,,.rrr>

Sa'asTiiw^s:
II .11

s'"joiiin i. tfie tropics, I>||| i,1m
M r lee ,.g towards his own South has not

T"1'" SW " "or
,:«u».t>. where .es ;,,f, v«ry

Tli K !hi, "1Url1 <»»»«! disorder
..." ......UVS wli It'll has ;t 11 Kin.Is

authority down there. has reported t.. I," d-

tV-Vw r»r'S tli' I l! iS hsV" l" keep order, ami'offl.
tho'rit v it l,l, v- «,Hl«ftd I..r more au-

thiiitrv. V rli, J"'\. M"' look after
initios. \itginht niggers seem to he getting
vorso and worse. They never seem tolu.ow
w H » hoy liavo enough.
,.

.' P c n I s of I he Kr.'(wlrnen's Kureati are

.'cr'.'/'v ""T r,oub1!' ,h" niarriitKOM ..f

oi l . ti'I i
Ifake.l ..in that the olllo.-rs

Of the V Vi Hr° la,1l,°1' encouraging the efTorts
1, 1 ^ >1^0 prea,. ihat have come down

i.c . J- Idnds of rres. nmoim them
jii.ni laj..- f,H»Hl from the negroes. Tliev are

o tho'^.M f",c1i "f. ,niir.ri:it;e doctrine contrary
\ . .

* t h o last I«i'K is la t »ir«^ of Vi id in in
\vhl« h l<»Kali/UH| ;«11 ni:«rria;*#« vows with-
out ccreiiioiiy anions the darkies. It «'o«;ts a
nej:ro > I r» in ho. married by a Yankee parson
Wln-rea.- ihe law nuule l.v t!,e lv« ct.^latnre mar-
>K'(l |..rin.'r rohahltors without a fee. The wavs

oj ilie.se \ankeo parsons, while moral cnomrh.
.»lwa\ .civ.. ;t f, .. attaehment. That's what
they South for.
A cliiilk mine has lieen discovered in Davi'l-

.f<!i < . 11n? \. N i
. timt is said in he worth many

hundreds «>l thousands of dollars.
Mrs .1. tf. r.-on Davis changed her niln.l. and

I' "..V' lint; North decid. d not lo slop in
\\ as in irlon. l.lti I r> hurry on to MonlreaJ.
' at'.iola. wh'-ro )»..!. children are now s.>iourii-
111

;
¦S,r> .'.*planation of tho chance is mnd<\ hut

'I is l-'liev.-.i that 111 .. .'nKapemen I s sli«« had
with ''resident .lol nson and other lii-^h otlieials
hi \\ .ishiinrton wire canceled at their r^oncst
I'rohablv th'\ had heard from Thad Stev.ns
and <*ha,-!es Sumii'-r.
OiitiiI .l"hn 1? Hood, after maklnp a trip

tlirout-'h the \V«>: t. rn part of 11»«- country, and
assuring: himself that all tlimtrs tv ore well for
the \»¦ 11111re has made permanent arrau^ements

un into the commissi.m business in New < >r-
lea n*--.

I.in TKIls 'III Till"! IMll I OK *-li<>uli| not he
o\er Ur.il «\oi'<In in IcitKlii. mid Ihe iinmr and nri-
dresK of iIm* \Triler must aeeonipan * cneli eoin-
m ii ill.';i I ion, not iieeenKnrily for ixililleiuloii. lint
an an f \ 1 lielice of kchicI taitli. Our Irit-ndrt are

Itskeil lo vtril.- on one side ol' Die paper only,
and io inclose stamps lr flic return of iiimvilli-
nble niaiuiscripts is expected.

4*I. Too. Ivjit.*** IIiiomm rl t.

!. I !ie Mi tot of Tim Titties-Dispatch
Sir, In Norwich, N V., in:.n\ yea>'8 :iko there

was a large. rawl>..tifMl Indian squaw, who went
about the streets with a basket of bead and
moci .iMii work. eryitiR with a loud voice, "Heads
t<> .-.-II. mo.;, asilis 1«. sell She \\ .is ,'llwavg
followed liy a In tie. dried-tip old siitiaw. who
would pipe out, "I. loo, I. i.>..,'. She was called
"I. Too, Katy " I'r. sident Wilson is the original
apostle 'of preparedness, touring the country
ami milking speeches which have roused the
nation. Koosct'cll is the "I. loo. Katy" follow-
iiic after hint, trying to attract attention. It
appears tf> me thai the soiihri.iuet "I, too,
Katy" should be stuck fast on him.

K. FS It AT.
I'hoehus. Va., April 17.

>1 aintnlnin^ I'nry ->lreel Itoari.
'i'c i lie Kditor of The Times-1 >isjmtch:
Sir..There has reconi'.y lieen spent unite a

lata.' sum in rebuildiim the I'aty Street Itoatl.
'I'hiv road ha« been rebuilt ..vera! times with¬
in the last few years, but none of these re-

buildincs lasted more than a very few years.
I believe this is caused by the fact that noth¬
ing seems lo be spent for maintenance. The
present road tvas opened for trallic about seven
months ago, and is an 'idtnirsilde road, and
should hist for years, with proper care. How¬
ever, not one dollar has been spent for main¬
tenance. and as a result the toad is wearing
badly' there are a number of holes which should
be attended to inline. I lately. I believe New York
State lays aside Sl.intii p.. mile per year for
maintenance, but it seems that in Virginia we

.. \ poet the road lo lake care of itself. I'nless
the ('ary Street I load ts it tended to at once,
it will only be it very short time before the'
road is in the same shape jt was before it was
inbuilt last year. A small amount spent at
ibis time would stiv. a very much larger
.amount which it will he necessary lo spend
l.-.ier on unless ibis i- trended to.

1- ll<>\Y.\ltr» .IFJ.NKINS'.
Henrico Taxpayer.

Current Editorial Comment
The a si .iinding statement

Ocean Kate comes from Washington that
Still ocean freight rates on wheat are

I ncrejisliiir i .p,M" '"' "l h"-'her than at the
1ih.ilh.s1HK beginning of the Kuropean war.

:i little more than a year and a
half ago. I-roin .!.) cents a bushel in .lanuarv
Hil l, the rate on grain has jumped to I0.C cents'
from New York to Liverpool. Cotton rates
havo increased in almost the same proportion*.
It costs Sll.2;>, or about ? l-i cents ii pound, to
ship a bale ol cotton from New York to Liver¬
pool. while the rate from New Orleans is °

cents a pound. Kates on tlour have increased
nearly 500 per cent, and provisions about
.100 per cent withm the j.,,1 Atlanta
Const it ntlon.

.

1 he coinbinatlon of serious pnr-
IMISIIIOSH, J"'S,'1 retrrea lion which goes
(1"iih iiihT ,

v lt',° nanie os* the Gary system
Politics "Vt',s. l'V of course,

'V01!1 M,c « '1'bratcd C.ary dinners
C)i sotnr yi«nis niro at wiiirh iiir»

price of steel billets was fixed amidst a feast of
reason ami flow of soul. After these original
dinners c#me the Cary dinner of last December

i '^!r' RV?TV';" waK l»>f guest of honor!
I here, in the midst of a lively discussion of the
influence of I olstoy on ihe coulemporarv \merl-
can novel something emerged with regard to
the Republican convention at Chicago next Inne
The latest historic ,his time a lunehcon-l
did not ha\ e the pr. sen. e of .fudge Hary but
he tradition of business and fun seems lo have
been observed with greater fldelitv than ever
as attested by events now rapidly manifesting
themselves..New ^ oi I< lOveuliig I'ost.

\

/v .1
-lapan Is vo friend of rcpubli-

Opporlliiiit.v cunism In the abstract. Yet it
Now ,''s I""' that Dr. Sun Yat Sen re-

f«r .Illpan djrecrsT/m aeS^i^1
The doctor is
Japanese but oaiici a ts holn vo nni .wT.V^ ?
in ciiin'L is iH-ofni",i i. ,

,'ac ,a,,y Kovcrnmont

»eVginma.a ^'^nBoV^t f,,c»rifc,is

&««SKy j'I!°IIt'"rIe»!'°;"ncl1°*t iie ^J"
Never aga'i'n Vrlll.'i Id v'''' Vn unist^nations.
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MODERN VALUATION OF SNAKES
IIV PIIIODKHIC .1. 1IASKIN

.Krom Uie St. Joseph N>.\V8-Press.

WASHINGTON, D. C., April IS..If
you seo si snake It* tho country this
summer, do nut smash Its head with
si rook unless you are sure that It is
0110 of the poisonous species, of which
thero are only threw In America. If
you kill a water snake, you are de¬
stroying a very harmless creature, and
If you kill a Barter snake, you are
depriving the world of a very useful
servant.
Government scientists have recent¬

ly devoted a pood deal of attention to
this matter of (Urn* the blatne among
Mie snakes. Most persons will kill the
harmless and useful species, while the
most' venomous find deadly of the lot,
die rattler, hits bom given ere.lit for
various valuable qualities which he
does not possess.
The regard In which the rattle-

snnk.' Is held l»y man Is one of the
most curious ami inexplicable things
in tho rotations between man ami ih'
lower animals. O rtaln southwestern
tribes of Indians worship the rattle-
Mist lev dancing with It alive In the r.
mouths and allowing It to bite them. ;
They aro also reputed to keep these
snakes in their houses of worship, and
to f.-ed them on human flesh. Whetli- je,- or not this is true, it Is certain |that the rattlesnake Inspires these j
savages with awe. White men watch
the llopi snake dance with amuse-
ment. And yet. at many a corner,
drug store you < an si e a spectacle
which is very nearly its equal in bar- I
baric iiualitv and motivated by much
the same fooling awe. In the store,
window Is a live rattlesnake. A,
crowd draws, fascinated l>y lite loath¬
some beautv of the creature and the
Knowledge of Us deadly power. the
very qualities that inspire the savage.

It it t tie* iilike Oil ii« I'mmeen. ,
Meantime, a long-haired individual

has appeared with a bottle of rattle-,
snake oil. which he guarantees to cure,
deafness or to relieve corns by an .

application on the outside of the shoe.)Some one comes for a trial and r('\ceives a drop of th.- magical unguent
on his sore toe. Invariably he pro- jclaims himself cured, nnd there H a
rush for the medicine. This particular
scene was witnessed on a busy corner;
in Washington, D. C., a few months t

'now a matter of fact, rattle¬
snake oil has no more curative quality
than cottonseed oil. and not ns much
us olive Oil. It is the personality <.f
the rattlesnake- his sinuous, horrible i

beauty, the mystery of his bite That jsells the nostrum. Otherwise any i

other oil would do as well. jOf course, rattlesnake oil never had j
any scientific standing as a remedy:,
but the venom of the reptile had. and
to some extent h.is yet. Not many,
vears ago the claim was made by rep¬
utable investigators that subcutane-i
ous Injections of crotalin, or rattle-jsnake venom, made an effective treat¬
ment for epilepsy, lumbago, rheuma-(
tiMii and even tuberculosis. The Idea
gained considerable credence; but
probablv the llrst thorough test of the
matter was that recently made in the jPhiladelphia Hospital for Kpilcptlcs at
Oakbourne just outside of Philadel¬
phia The treatment was continued!
for a number of months, but no euros
were effected. Two of the sick pa-
tleiits seemed entirely unaffectccl h>
the "treatment, two grew worse, one
ueveloped such acute symptoms that
tho treatment was discontinued, and
one died. The doctors In charge -.re

not agreed as to whether the sn;.kc|poison was a cause of the death,
('nitnllu Hns .No Value.

Despite this experiment, there are,
nianv persons, Including a few pny-,
slcians, who believe that crotalin lias
valuable medicinal qualities and that
when a futlleient standardized siippb
of the poison has been obtained, there
will he different resttlls. In a re*?"
report of the Public Health Service,
written bv Or. .lohn Anderson, how¬
ever. the value of the poison Is em¬

phatically denied, and the danger >(
experimenting with It is pointed o',t.

Slripp.il a" >>is h,f?h 'inalities ashealer, the rattlesnake still has one
claim to usefulness. Thut is his hide.
The markings, especially of tinY*""mond-back variety, are rea 1> st ki g.
and the skin possesses great
Purses belts, watch fobs and handbags
have been made from it. and these ar¬

ticles are not at all uncommon in the
West where some persons make a busi¬
ness of hunting snakes and preparing
the skins. It is a commendable un¬

dertaking from every viewpoint.
Snake hunters, it might be added,

are like poets, In that they have to be
born to the business. Some persons
have little or no Inborn aversion to
reptiles, while others are almost over¬
come at the sight of them. In the
Southwest thero are sheep-herders who
have a trick of picking up a rattle¬
snake by the tall, and gracefully snap¬
ping his head off. as one would crack
a whip. Yet there are brave men who
would rather charge a battery of rapid-
fire guns than kill a snake in that
particular way.

This Man l.ovew Snakes.
There Is an old man living neat*

Fredericksburg. Va., who possesses
thi« gift of affection for reptiles, and
who makes a living by catching them
nlive for exhibition purposes. Ho sells
n great many to circuses, zoos and side¬
shows of all sorts, lie also extracts
their venom, and those that lie cannot
dispose of In any other way. are killed
for their skins and oil. His method of
extracting the venom is said to be
original. Ho stretches a thin cloth over
the mouth of a small Jar. grabs the1

snnW* by tlie back of the neck, ami

Th»H8fH against the fa brio
rho fangs penetrate the cloth. Dr»ss

recenta ole!'0'80"' Wh,Ch '"to
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